

ADOPTED 1/22/13


Introduced by Council Member Crescimbeni & Co-sponsored by 

Council Member Jones, Yarborough, Carter, Boyer & Love: 
RESOLUTION 2013-31-A
A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING JACKSONVILLE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PRESIDENT WALLY LEE FOR HIS OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS TO JACKSONVILLE AND NORTHEAST FLORIDA UPON THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Wally Lee was educated in South Carolina, graduating from Greenville High School and earning a bachelor’s degree in history from Furman University before beginning a long and successful career serving in chambers of commerce; and


WHEREAS, after serving as President of the chambers of commerce in Spartanburg, South Carolina and Mobile, Alabama, Mr. Lee arrived in Jacksonville in 1989 to take the reins as President of the JAX Chamber; and


WHEREAS, in his 23 year career with the JAX Chamber, Wally Lee has helped to grow the now-regional organization into one of the largest chambers of commerce in the United States, and the primary economic development recruiting agency for the Northeast Florida region; and 


WHEREAS, throughout the ups and downs of national and worldwide economic cycles, Mr. Lee has led the Chamber’s efforts that resulted in such outstanding accomplishments as the awarding of the Jacksonville Jaguars franchise to the city by the NFL, the creation of the Cornerstone regional economic recruitment agency (now known as the JAX USA Partnership), and the recruitment of such illustrious companies as Deutsche Bank, Fidelity National Financial, JP Morgan Chase, Saft, British Airways, the University of Florida/Shands Jacksonville Proton Therapy Institute, and many others; and


WHEREAS, in addition to his immeasurable contributions to the region’s economy through the Chamber of Commerce, Wally Lee has also been extremely active in other aspects of civic life, including his work for the Leukemia/Lymphoma Society, the Jacksonville Symphony Association, the Florida Association of Chamber Professionals and the UNF Coggin College of Business Advisory Council; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Lee has recently announced his retirement after 23 years of service to the Chamber to undertake new challenges and to enjoy the fruits of his labors in the city he has helped to shape; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commends and congratulates Wally Lee on his outstanding successes as the President of the JAX Chamber and thanks him for his countless contributions to the development of the city and the region.  The City extends its very best wishes for years of health and happiness and continued contributions to Jacksonville’s growth and development.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 

Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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